Sunday 10th August 2025 
Theme: Practical actions of faithful men and women living in integrity before God
Topic: The power of faithfulness put into action, how Ruth’s loyalty led to elevation
Texts: Ruth 1:8-18 & Ruth 4:9-15
Preacher:  Sister Judith ATIAGAGA 


Can faithfulness and loyalty truly change your life? Today, we’ll explore the story of Ruth and Naomi, a powerful example of how faithfulness and loyalty can lead to extraordinary elevation. Through their journey, we’ll see how unwavering integrity, even in the face of immense adversity, can open doors to divine blessings and purpose.

A Risky Act of Loyalty
The book of Ruth opens with Naomi and her family leaving Israel due to a famine and settling in Moab. After the tragic deaths of her husband and sons, Naomi, bitter and grieving, urged her Moabite daughters-in-law to return to their own people. While one daughter-in-law, Orpah, reluctantly agreed, Ruth made a bold and sacrificial choice. She chose to leave her homeland, her culture, and the security of her family to remain with Naomi. Her famous declaration in Ruth 1:16-17—"Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay” is a profound testament to her loyalty. This was a risky decision, as she was a foreign woman entering a new land with no one but her grieving mother-in-law. Yet, her faithfulness to Naomi and to the God of Israel was unwavering.

The Reward of Consistency and Integrity
Ruth's faithfulness was not just a one-time decision; it was a consistent way of life. In Israel, she continued to show her loyalty by working tirelessly in the fields to provide for Naomi. This consistency and diligence caught the attention of Boaz, a wealthy kinsman of Naomi's late husband. Boaz recognized her integrity and devotion, noting that she had left her family to care for her mother-in-law. Her actions were an expression of her sincere faith and integrity.
The story highlights several key lessons about faithfulness:
· Faithfulness requires risk and sacrifice: Ruth's loyalty involved leaving her old life behind.
· Faithfulness demands consistency: She remained dedicated and hard-working even in the face of poverty and being a foreigner.
· Faithfulness is unconditional: Ruth's commitment to Naomi was unwavering, even when Naomi herself was bitter and seemingly without hope.
· Faithfulness supersedes legal restrictions: Her sincere faith in God transcended the cultural and legal barriers that might have otherwise excluded a Moabite woman from the community.

Ultimately, Ruth's faithfulness and loyalty were not in vain. Her integrity was rewarded with redemption and elevation. As described in Ruth 4:9-15, Boaz married her, and she became the mother of Obed, who was the grandfather of King David and an ancestor of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Brothers and sisters, Ruth's story is a powerful reminder that when we remain faithful to God and to those around us, even in the most challenging of circumstances, we can trust that He will work all things for our good, leading us to our divine purpose and elevation.


